
Service of
Holy Communion

Welcome to a

Third Sunday of Easter



In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Welcome and notification of church notices 

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Prayers of Penitence

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all.

Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.



Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect 

Risen Christ,
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life
and fill us with your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.



The Liturgy of the Word

A reading from Acts 3.12-19

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or 
piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, 
whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he 
had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One 
and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of 
life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by 
faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see 
and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect 
health in the presence of all of you.

‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to 
God so that your sins may be wiped out.’

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The Gospel

Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus said, ‘All who see the Son and believe in him may
have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  Luke 24. 36-48
Glory to you, O Lord.

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terrified, and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you 
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and 
my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not 
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he had said this, 
he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here 
to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in 
their presence.

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that 
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Talk



The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.

Jesus, light of the world,
bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations . 
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, bread of life,
give food to the hungry .
and nourish us all with your word. 
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, 
recover the straggler,
bind up the injured 
and strengthen the sick.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life,
be with us and all who follow you in the way.
Deepen our appreciation of your truth
and fill us with your life.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.

Jesus, the resurrection and the life,
we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you.
Raise us with them to eternal life.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us,
accept our prayers, and be with us always. 
Amen.



The Peace 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.
Amen.

Preparation of the Table

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread
to set before you,
which earth has given 
and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine
to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever.

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter
to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper 
with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.



When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life 
and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life, help us to work together
for that day when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with The Blessed Virgin Mary,
Saint Michael and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever.
Amen.



Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.

This prayer may be said
Let us pray these words together,

My Jesus, I believe that You are present 
in this Holy Sacrament at the altar.
I love You above all things 
and I passionately desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
come spiritually into my soul so that
I may unite myself wholly       
to You now and for ever. 
Amen.



Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Prayer after Communion

Living God,
your Son made himself known to his disciples
in the breaking of bread:
open the eyes of our faith,
that we may see him in all his redeeming work;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen.

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

The Blessing

May Christ,
who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future,
fill you with his new life; and the blessing ...

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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