
Service of
Holy Communion

Welcome to a

Christ the King



In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Welcome and notification of church notices 

Opening hymn: 165 Christ is the King!

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Prayers of Penitence

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all.

Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.



Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect 

God the Father,
help us to hear the call of Christ the King
and to follow in his service,
whose kingdom has no end;
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, one glory.
Amen.



The Liturgy of the Word

 
A reading from Revelation 1.4b-8

John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Je-
sus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
 Look! He is coming with the clouds;
   every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
   and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.

‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty. 

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual hymn: 172 The head that once



The Gospel 

Alleluia, alleluia.
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven.
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 5. 38-48
Glory to you, O Lord.

‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.” But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you 
on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you 
and take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go 
one mile, go also the second mile.  Give to everyone who begs from you, 
and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.

‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbour and hate 
your enemy.”  But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for 
he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, 
what reward do you have? Do not even the tax-collectors do the same? 
And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing 
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Talk



The Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



Prayers of intercession.

Let us with confidence present our prayers and supplications 
to the throne of grace.

We pray for all those in positions of power,
that they may govern with wisdom and integrity, 
serving the needs of the people.
May your reign come;
Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for all communities 
represented here in The Priory,
that attentive to your word
we may always worship in spirit and in truth. 
May your reign come;
Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for those for whom 
this day will seem long and hard, 
for those who are unwell.
We pray for all who care for them.
May your reign come;
Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for those who have died, 
whom we entrust to your eternal love 
in the hope of resurrection to new life.
May your reign come;
Lord, hear our prayer.

Loving God,
you have taught us that the power of the heart
is greater than the power of wealth and might. 
Hear us as we pray for the fulfilment of your reign. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our King;
to him be glory and power for ever.
Amen.



The Peace 

To crown all things there must be love,
to bind all together and complete the whole.
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.
Amen.

Preparation of the Table

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread
to set before you,
which earth has given 
and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine
to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever.

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For with the oil of gladness
you have anointed Christ the Lord, your only Son,
to be our great high priest and king of all creation.
As priest, he offered himself once for all upon the altar of the cross 
and redeemed the human race by this perfect sacrifice of peace. 
As king he claims dominion over all your creatures,
that he may bring before your infinite majesty
a kingdom of truth and life,
a kingdom of holiness and grace,
a kingdom of justice, love and peace.
And so with angels and archangels
and all the heavenly host,
we proclaim your glory
and join their unending hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper 
with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.



When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life 
and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life, help us to work together
for that day when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with The Blessed Virgin Mary,
Saint Michael and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever.
Amen.



Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.



Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Prayer after Communion

Stir up, O Lord,
the wills of your faithful people;
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by you 
be plenteously rewarded;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

Closing hymn: 466 How shall I sing that majesty

The Blessing

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, 
defend you on every side,and guide you in truth and peace; 
and the blessing ...

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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