
Service of
Holy Communion

Welcome to a

Eighth Sunday after Trinity



In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Welcome and notification of church notices 

Opening hymn: 165 Christ is the king!

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Prayers of Penitence

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all.

Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.



Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect  

Lord God,
your Son left the riches of heaven
and became poor for our sake:
when we prosper save us from pride,
when we are needy save us from despair,
that we may trust in you alone;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The Liturgy of the Word

A reading from Hebrews 11.1-3, 8-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that 
he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he 
was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, 
as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs 
with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received 
power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself 
was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants 
were born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains 
of sand by the seashore.’

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from 
a distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were 
strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way 
make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking 
of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity 
to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has 
prepared a city for them.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual hymn:  565 Rock of ages cleft for me



The Gospel

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 25. 1-13
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus taught. ‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of 
them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed 
their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our 
lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough 
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 
door was shut. Later the other bridesmaidscame also, saying, “Lord, lord, 
open to us.” But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Talk



The Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



Prayers of intercession.

We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity

Jesus, light of the world,
bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations.
We pray for worlds leaders and their advisors
for all who are dealing with world events.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer. 

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for all people, 
We pray for all who are unwell and for those who care for them.
We pray for all who serve by seeking 
to relieve the suffering of others. 
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer. 

Jesus, the way, the truth and the life,
we pray for those in any kind of need.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer. 

Jesus, the resurrection and the life,
We pray for all who have lost their life.
Raise us with them to eternal life.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer. 

We commend ourselves, 
and for all for whom we pray,
to the mercy and protection of God.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.



The Peace  

Christ is our peace.
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.
The old has passed away: behold, everything has become new.

The peace of God be always with you.
and also with you.

Offertory hymn: 418 Father Lord of all creation

Preparation of the Table

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread
to set before you,
which earth has given 
and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine
to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever.

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.



Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free 
from sin and death.

And so we gladly thank you,
with saints and angels praising you, and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper 
with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.



So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life 
and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life, help us to work together
for that day when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with The Blessed Virgin Mary,
Saint Michael and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever.
Amen.



Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.



Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Prayer after Communion

Strengthen for service, Lord,
the hands that have taken holy things;
may the ears which have heard your word 
be deaf to clamour and dispute;
may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit;
may the eyes which have seen the tokens of your love shine with the light 
of hope; and may the bodies which have been fed with your body be 
refreshed with the fullness of your life; glory to you for ever.
Amen.

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

Final hymn: 444 God is working his purpose

The Blessing

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, 
defend you on every side,and guide you in truth and peace; 
and the blessing ...

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  In the name of Christ. Amen.
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