
Service of
Holy Communion

Welcome to a

Third Sunday of Lent



In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Welcome and notification of church notices 

Opening hymn: 455 Guide me O thou great

Prayer of Preparation

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Prayers of Penitence

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:
The first commandment is this:
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind,
and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ 
to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments 
and to live in love and peace with all.

Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.



Kyrie, eleison

Lord, have mercy
Christ, have mercy
Lord, have mercy 

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. 

The Collect 

Eternal God,
give us insight
to discern your will for us,
to give up what harms us,
and to seek the perfection we are promised
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



The Liturgy of the Word
 

A reading from Romans 5.1-11

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to 
this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the 
glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint 
us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit that has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps 
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves 
his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much 
more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be 
saved through him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more 
surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than 
that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received reconciliation.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual hymn: 428 Forgive our sins



The Gospel
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 4.5-42
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about 
noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His disciples had gone 
to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a 
woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and 
he would have given you living water.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, 
and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I 
will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give 
me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’

Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ The woman answered him, ‘I have no husband.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; for you have had five husbands, and the one 
you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you 
are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must 
worship is in Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship 
the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what 
we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman said to him, ‘I know 
that Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ Jesus said 
to her, ‘I am he, the one who is speaking to you.’

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said, 
‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking with her?’ Then the woman left her water-jar and went back 
to the city. She said to the people, ‘Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He 
cannot be the Messiah,can he?’ They left the city and were on their way to him.

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ But he said to them, ‘I have food to eat 
that you do not know about.’ So the disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no one has brought him 
something to eat?’ Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 
work. Do you not say, “Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look around you, and 
see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for 
eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, “One sows and 
another reaps.” I sent you to reap that for which you did not labour. Others have laboured, and you have 
entered into their labour.’

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me everything 
I have ever done.’ So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed 
there for two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer 
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly 
the Saviour of the world.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Talk



The Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



Prayers of intercession

With confidence and trust let us pray to the Father.

For peace in the world
that a spirit of respect and reconciliation 
may grow among nations and peoples,
let us pray to the Father.
Lord, have mercy.

For the outreach of the Church,
that in faithful witness it may live out the gospel of love 
to the ends of the earth,
let us pray to the Father.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer.
We pray for all who are unwell,
remembering those in hospital, those at home and those known to us. 
We pray for refugees, prisoners, and for all who live in fear.
let us pray to the Father.
Lord, have mercy.

In communion with all those who have walked in the way of holiness,
we remember those who have died, 
whom we entrust to your eternal love 
in the hope of resurrection to new life. 
let us pray to the Father.
Lord, have mercy.

God our Father,
in your love and goodness
you have taught us to come close to you 
in penitence with prayer, fasting and generosity;
accept our Lenten discipline.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.



The Peace  

Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us access to his grace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
and also with you.

Offertory hymn: 376 And can it be?
You are most welcome to make an offering for the work of The Priory Church. Please do use one of our contactless 
devices or make a cash donation. If eligible please do make a Gift Aid your donation.  Thereby, for example, increasing 
a £10.00 donation to £12.50. Thank you). 

Preparation of the Table

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread
to set before you,
which earth has given 
and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine
to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever.

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.



It is indeed right and good
to give you thanks and praise,
almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.
For in these forty days
you lead us into the desert of repentance
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
we may grow in grace
and learn to be your people once again. 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word 
you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
and free our hands to welcome others
into the radiant splendour of your love.
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast
with joyful hearts and minds 
we bless you for your mercy and join with saints and angels 
for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper 
with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.



When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life 
and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life, help us to work together
for that day when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with The Blessed Virgin Mary,
Saint Michael and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever.
Amen.



Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.



Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

Prayer after Communion

Merciful Lord,
grant your people grace to withstand 
the temptations of the world, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

Final hymn: 591 The kingdom of God is justice

The Blessing
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,
to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;
and the blessing ...

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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